ENGLISH 12
Honors


We offer seniors a chance to take Honors English.   If you choose to participate in this class, you will do all the regular assignments for English class (which include literature, vocabulary, grammar, and writing) plus the extra work for Honors English on your own time.  You will read four extra books assigned by the teacher.  No extra class time will be allowed for this reading.  As you read each book, you will prepare notes using the specified guidelines.  A day will be scheduled for a test on each book.  These tests will be all essay questions and will be done during class time.  The notes will also be handed in on the day of the test.  


NOTES will be worth 100 points per book.




I allow 5 grammatical mistakes for each set of notes.  After that 



one point will be deducted for every 10 mistakes.


TESTS will be worth 100 points per book.




On the tests 1/2 point will be deducted for every grammatical 



mistake.


The total possible grade for Honors English will be 800 points more than the regular English tests grades before they are averaged the last quarter of the year.  The grades for Honors English will be recorded separately and will not be added to your grade until the end of the school year.  So if you begin Honors English but do not finish it, those points will not transfer to your regular English grade.

ENGLISH 12 HONORS BOOKS
We have some of these books in the classroom, but some will need to be purchased by the student.  

Either The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas  (abridged version) 

Or Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte (unabridged version)
Hamlet by William Shakespeare

A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Rudolf Wyss
GUIDELINES FOR NOTES

Honors English 


For each book, you will have 8 categories of notes.  All information should be in complete sentences with proper punctuation and grammar.  I prefer it typed, 12 point font, Times New Roman.  However, if it is done very neatly, I will accept it hand written.  If hand written, it must be easy for me to read.  That means no light pencil marks, no words crammed together, and no words marked out.  


If you have more than one listing per category (such as characters, themes, etc.), skip a line between each listing.  Underline, highlight or put in all capital letters the name of the category.


1.
AUTHOR - Biographical information (150+ words)


2. 
LITERARY PERIOD - When written.  Check an encyclopedia under 


"English Literature."  Examples would be Victorian Period, Elizabethan 


Period, Modern Era of Literature, etc. (25+ words) 



A. Give a sentence stating the literary period.



B. Write one or more sentences telling if this book is typical of that period 



and explaining why you think it is or is not typical of the period.

3. 
SETTING - Place(s) and time(s) (25+ words)


4. 
CHARACTERS - List and describe at least 20 characters and explain their 

importance to the story.  



A. Protagonist (50+ words)



B. Antagonist (50+ words)



C. At least 18 more characters (25+ words each)


5. 
THEMES - Write what you consider the 2 major themes.  (25+ words for  


both)


6. 
PLOT SUMMARY - Tell what happens in the book.  (500 + words)


7.
LITERARY DEVICES - List 4.  (15+ words for each device)



A. Tell where each is found in the book.



B. Tell how it is used.



C. Explain why it is significant for this book.


8. 
 SIGNIFICANT PASSAGES - List 2.  (50+ words for both)



A. Tell where each is found in the book.



B. Write out the quote using proper punctuation.



C. Tell why each quote is significant.
