Q. What is our high school code?
A. [bookmark: _GoBack]181-416
 
Q. When should I take the ACT or SAT?
A. A student may take the ACT or SAT at any time.  It is recommended that students take it at least once by the spring of their junior year.
Q. Does it look bad if I take the ACT more than once?
A. No, colleges will only look at your best score.  At BGBS we require you to take the ACT at least twice prior to graduation.
 
Q. What is the PSAT?
A. The PSAT is a practice SAT.  Sophomores will have the opportunity to take the PSAT at school. Announcements will be made and signups are in the guidance office.  This score can be used if applying to the Governor’s Scholar Program.  It is also the way in which National Merit Semifinalist are determined.
Q. When is the PSAT?
A. The PSAT is given on a nationally set date.  The date will be announced in advance.
 
Q.  What is GSP?
A. GSP is the Governor’s Scholar Program.  Juniors are eligible for acceptance.  This program is an extensive five-week summer session where students from all over the state of Kentucky live together on three different college campuses.  These five weeks are spent studying an area of personal choice.  The application process is extremely rigorous as they are looking for the top 1500 students in the state of Kentucky.
Q. What is GSA?
A. GSA is the Governor’s School for the Arts.  Juniors and Seniors are eligible for acceptance.  Over 1,200 students audition for the program each year at four sites across KY.  The application process is extremely rigorous as they are looking for the top 230 students in the state of KY.  During their three-week stay at Transylvania University in Lexington, the student artists are immersed in a rigorous schedule of daily seminars, master classes, lectures, hands on workshops, and field trips.
 
Q. What is the National Merit Scholarship Program?
A. National Merit is an academic competition for recognition and scholarships that began in 1955.  High school students enter the program by taking the PSAT and by meeting published program entry/participation requirements.  Of the 1.3 million entrants, some 50,000 with the highest PSAT score qualify for recognition in the program.  In April following the fall test administration, high scoring participants from every state are invited to name two colleges or universities to which they would like to be referred by NMSC.  In September, the high scorers are notified through their schools that they have qualified as either a Commended student or Semifinalist.
Q. What is the AVAB?
A. The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery is given to all of our juniors.  The test is a wealth of information regarding career choices and interests. 
 
Q. What are BCTC Dual Credit classes?
A. The Opportunity College is a cooperative educational endeavor between high schools and BCTC.  These courses provide avenues for motivated college-bound students to access challenging curricula and earn college credit while they are in high school.  Students receive college credit for their course work, as well as credit at BGBS.  Students who have completed the 10th grade are eligible to take courses.
Q. When should I start applying for college?
A. You may start applying to college at the end of your junior year for early acceptance.  Usually you will begin applying during your senior year.  There are major deadlines to reach when applying so it is important to check deadlines.
Q. How do I find out about scholarships?
A. The majority of scholarships are only available to seniors.  All scholarship information is available in the guidance office and on the school website.  
 
Q.  How do I apply for financial aide?
A. All seniors and their parents may fill out the FAFSA form after January 1st of their senior year.  The document requires tax information and should be filled out online.
 
Q. How does KEES money work?
A. KEES money is guaranteed money to all students in the state of KY.  An account is set up once you are enrolled in high school.  Students earn varying amounts of money based on their GPA and National Test Scores.  It is possible to earn up to $2500 per year.  This money may only be used if you attend school in the state of KY with a few exceptions such as the program that you are interested in is not offered in KY.  In this case the money may be transferred to an out of state school.
Q. How far in advance should I request a recommendation?
A. It is polite to allow teachers and others 2 weeks to complete a letter.  Remember they have other students who may be requesting letters as well.
 
Q. How will they know what to write about me?
A. It is helpful for you to give them a resume that includes activities, awards, volunteer service, or special considerations so that they may include them in your letter.
Useful websites
www.act.org   PLAN/ACT information
www.kygsp.org Gov Scholars Information
www.kentuckygsa.com  Gov School for the Arts information
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net Athletic information
www.kheaa.com  KEES money information
www.fafsa.ed.gov Free government financial aide website

