....About Earning a KEES Scholarship
[bookmark: #H.S._days]Do I have to be enrolled in high school for a certain number of days to earn a KEES award?
Yes. Students must be enrolled for at least 140 days to earn a KEES award. Students who graduate at the end of the fall semester are exempted from the 140-day requirement.
[bookmark: #military_move]Can I still earn an award if my parent is in the military and my family moves out of state?
Yes. Students, whose parent/guardian maintains Kentucky as the home of record while serving in the military, have the opportunity to earn KEES awards. The student is required to meet the KEES requirements at a Department of Defense School or an accredited high school. The parent and student are responsible for having the student's KEES information reported to KHEAA.
[bookmark: both_ACT_and_SAT,]If I take both the ACT and the SAT, which composite score will be used to determine my KEES supplemental award?
Your SAT composite score will be converted to a comparable ACT score, using a conversion table. The highest ACT or converted SAT score recorded by your graduation date will be used to determine your supplemental award. Remember: to receive a supplemental award, you must be eligible for at least one base scholarship award, which means achieving at least a 2.5 cumulative grade point average (GPA) at the end of at least one academic year in a public or certified non-public high school. Non-certified high school students and GED recipients will not have GPA information collected on them.
[bookmark: accelerated_course_work]If I take accelerated course work while in high school, how will these courses be calculated into my yearly grade point average?
High schools are required to weight Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) courses before they are reported to the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE).
[bookmark: college_courses_in_high_school]If I take college courses as electives while I’m in high school, will these courses be eligible for KEES?
College courses taken by high school students will be considered authorized electives. Authorized substitutions for elective courses include, but are not limited to, honors courses, Advanced Placement courses, International Baccalaureate courses, dual credit (high school/college) courses, and courses taken at postsecondary institutions.
[bookmark: co-op_senior_year]The KEES brochure I received states there are required courses that I have to take. Will I be ineligible for KEES if I choose to co-op my senior year of high school?
You are eligible for KEES if you elect to co-op your senior year and provided you meet the five-course minimum requirement.
[bookmark: home_schooled]If I’m being home schooled instead of enrolled in a certified public or private high school, am I eligible for a KEES?
If you are a graduate of a nonpublic high school that is not certified by the Kentucky Board of Education you will be eligible for a supplemental award only based on your composite ACT score or its equivalent.
[bookmark: non-cert_and_supplemental]If I am a graduate of a non-certified high school, are there certain criteria I must meet in order to qualify for a supplemental KEES award?
Yes. To qualify for a supplemental KEES award, a graduate of a non-certified Kentucky high school:
· Must graduate in May 1999 or later 
· Must have a composite score of 15 or higher on the ACT (or equivalent SAT) 
· Must enroll in a participating postsecondary institution within five (5) years of high school graduation 
· Cannot be a convicted felon 
[bookmark: GED_recipient]If I am a GED recipient, are there certain criteria I must meet in order to qualify for a supplemental KEES award?
Yes. To qualify for a supplemental KEES award, a GED recipient:
· Must have his or her 18th birthday after January 1, 1999 
· Must receive a GED within five (5) years of his or her 18th birthday 
· Must have a composite score of 15 or higher on the ACT (or equivalent SAT) 
· Must enroll in a participating postsecondary institution after 7/1/99 and within five (5) years of receipt of GED diploma 
· Cannot be a convicted felon 
[bookmark: GED_and_ACT/SAT_scores]If I receive my GED and take the ACT or SAT, how will my scores be transmitted so that I may receive my supplemental award?
If you are a GED recipient, you must arrange to have your composite ACT score, or its equivalent, reported to the postsecondary institution at which you plan to enroll. The postsecondary institution will report this information to KHEAA at the beginning of each semester, and you will receive a supplemental award based on the ACT score or its equivalent.


[bookmark: ACT_at_national_test_site]Does it matter if I take the ACT exam at the school I plan to attend or do I have to take the exam at a national test site?
Yes. In order to receive a supplemental award, the ACT exam must be taken at a national test site. ACT exams given at postsecondary institutions, called residual exams, cannot be used for KEES purposes.
[bookmark: how_much_for_GPA]How much can I receive for each year that I earn a 2.5 or better GPA?
Listed below are the base amounts for each GPA. For instance, a high school freshman who earns a 3.5 GPA would have a $375 scholarship for each year of postsecondary study. Amounts are subject to future adjustment based on availability of funds.
	GPA
	Amount

	2.50
	$125

	2.60
	150

	2.70
	175

	2.75
	187

	2.80
	200

	2.90
	225

	3.00
	250

	3.10
	275

	3.20
	300

	3.25
	312

	3.30
	325

	3.40
	350

	3.50
	375

	3.60
	400

	3.70
	425

	3.75
	437

	3.80
	450

	3.90
	475

	4.00
	500


[bookmark: bonus_award_for_ACT]How much can I receive as a bonus award for an ACT score of 15 or above?
Listed below are the amounts for each ACT score. Using this table, a KEES-eligible student who has a score of 25 would earn an additional $393 for each year of postsecondary study.
	ACT Score
	Bonus

	15
	$36

	16
	71

	17
	107

	18
	143

	19
	179

	20
	214

	21
	250

	22
	286

	23
	321

	24
	357

	25
	393

	26
	428

	27
	464

	28+
	500


[bookmark: June_ACT]If I take the ACT in June, after I graduate from high school, will my score be counted?
Only the student’s highest ACT composite score, or its equivalent, attained by the date of graduation is considered for a supplemental award.
[bookmark: out-of-state_grad]If I attend a Kentucky high school for my freshman, sophomore, and junior years, and earn KEES awards, then move out-of-state and graduate from an out-of-state high school, will I receive my KEES award if I decide to attend an eligible postsecondary institution in Kentucky?
If you move and graduate from an out-of-state high school, your eligibility for a KEES award will be terminated. Statutes that govern the KEES program require an eligible student to graduate from a certified Kentucky high school.
[bookmark: lose_award?]If I earn a scholarship after my freshman year of high school, but the grades I make in my sophomore year won’t qualify for a scholarship, will I lose the award I received as a freshman?
No. Once you receive a KEES award, you can count on at least that amount to be available to you to help meet the costs of a postsecondary education.
[bookmark: reduce_award?]If I achieve a 3.0 GPA my freshmen year and receive an award for $250 and then achieve a 3.0 GPA my sophomore year and the award amount is reduced to $200 due to limited funding, will my freshmen year award also be reduced?
No. The amount a student earns in a given year will stay the same regardless of whether award amounts are adjusted up or down. Any changes in award amounts will have an effective date attached to the new award scale.
[bookmark: application_process]Is there an application process I must complete to be considered for a KEES?
There is no application to complete for KEES. If you are a Kentucky resident, achieve at least a 2.5 GPA at the end of any year in high school, meet the core curriculum requirements, and are not a convicted felon, your high school will be responsible to send your yearly GPA to KHEAA.
[bookmark: award_notification]How will I be notified of my KEES award each year?
If you qualify for a KEES, your yearly GPA will be sent to KHEAA at the end of the school year. KHEAA is responsible for notifying you every year of your KEES eligibility for your past year’s achievement as well as any prior year awards, for a cumulative total amount.
[bookmark: an_example]Can you give me an example of how the program works?
If John, a high school freshman, makes a 2.8 GPA at the end of the school year, KHEAA will send him a letter letting him know he will receive a $200 scholarship for each year he attends an eligible Kentucky postsecondary institution. If he makes a 3.0 at the end of his sophomore year, he will be eligible for a $250 scholarship that will be added to the $200 scholarship and provide $450 for each year of college. This process will be repeated for his remaining two years of high school.
John also takes the ACT twice during his junior year and makes scores of 23 and 24; however, he takes the test again during his senior year and improves his score to 26. He then becomes eligible for a bonus award of $428, which is based on his highest ACT score attained by the date of high school graduation, for each year he attends an eligible Kentucky postsecondary institution.
[bookmark: GPA_higher_than_4.0]I received an award letter with a GPA that is higher than 4.0. How can that be?
Students who take Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses may earn a GPA that is higher than 4.0; however, the maximum base award is $500.
[bookmark: Jeff_Green]What is a "Senator Jeff Green Scholar," and how do I qualify?
A "Senator Jeff Green Scholar" is a special designation for students who earn a 4.0 grade point average for all four years of high school and attain a 28 or above on the ACT by graduation. The title honors the late State Senator Jeff Green from Mayfield who served in the Kentucky General Assembly from 1992 to 1997. Although there are no additional funds awarded for the designation, Senator Jeff Green Scholars receive the maximum KEES award of $2,500 per academic year for college.
[bookmark: letter_grade_scale]If my high school grades are calculated on a letter grade scale of A, rather than a numeric scale of 4.0, how will my scholarship eligibility be determined?
Your high school is responsible for converting your letter grades to a numeric scale before transmitting your GPA to KHEAA.


[bookmark: KY_high_school]Can I be considered for a KEES regardless of which Kentucky high school I attend?
To be eligible for a KEES you must be a Kentucky resident and attend any Kentucky public high school or any private, parochial, or church school that has been certified by the Kentucky Board of Education as voluntarily complying with curriculum, certification, and textbook standards established by KDE.
....About Using a KEES Scholarship
[bookmark: use_where]Can I use this scholarship at any school in Kentucky?
The scholarship is for you to use at any participating accredited public or private institution, including community and technical colleges. In certain cases, students may use the KEES award at an out-of-state institution if their program of study is not offered in Kentucky provided the state and the institution participate in the Academic Common Market (ACM). You can view a list of Kentucky institutions that participate in the KEES program here. You can view a list of out-of-state programs and institutions that participate in the ACM and the KEES program by visiting the Council on Postsecondary Education website.
[bookmark: time_frame]How many years can I use the scholarship, and do I have to use it within a specified time?
Students will generally be eligible to receive the scholarship for a maximum of eight academic terms in an undergraduate program. For most programs of study, the scholarship must be used within five years of high school graduation.
[bookmark: #religious]Can I use my KEES award if I plan to major in a religious program of study?
Yes, KEES awards can be used for programs of study that lead to a degree in theology, divinity, or religious education while attending eligible participating institutions.
[bookmark: minimum_GPA]Do I need to have a minimum GPA in college or technical school to keep the scholarship?
Yes. To keep the maximum award for the second year, an eligible student must complete his or her award period with a cumulative 2.5 GPA. Following this adjustment period, a student must achieve and maintain at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA to keep the maximum scholarship. If the student has below a 3.0 but at least 2.5 GPA for a subsequent award period, the award will be reduced by 50% for the next academic year. If the cumulative GPA falls below a 2.5, the student will lose the award for at least the next award period. A student may, however, regain eligibility later by reestablishing at least a 2.5 cumulative GPA.


[bookmark: part-time_student]If I can only attend a postsecondary institution as a part-time student, will I still receive the scholarship? How will my award be determined?
As a KEES recipient, you are eligible for a proportionate amount if you are enrolled at least half time (six hours or the equivalent of six hours). Listed below are the award percentages based upon the number of hours in which you are enrolled:
	50% = six (6) hours
	75% = nine (9) hours

	58% = seven (7) hours
	83% = ten (10) hours

	67% = eight (8) hours
	92% = eleven (11) hours


Example: if you receive a $1,000 KEES award and enroll in six (6) credit hours each semester, you will receive 50% of a full-time award, or $500, for the academic year. It’s important to remember if you receive KEES as a part-time student, you will use one full semester of scholarship eligibility.
[bookmark: summer]Can my KEES award be used for summer school?
According to the state law governing the program, KEES can be used for an academic term which is the fall or spring semester or the equivalent under a trimester or quarter system and shall not include summer sessions.
[bookmark: different_schools]How will my award for my third and fourth semesters be determined by KHEAA if I attend two different postsecondary institutions for my first and second semesters?
KHEAA will receive cumulative GPA information from the institution at which you last received KEES funds. As an example, if you enroll at School A for your first semester, then transfer to School B for your second semester, KHEAA will issue an award for the next award period based on the cumulative GPA reported by School B. If you have questions about your GPA, you should check with the postsecondary institution you are attending regarding its academic policy on cumulative GPA reporting. KHEAA relies solely upon GPA reports from participating institutions to determine continuing KEES eligibility. If you believe your GPA is incorrect, you must have your institution report corrected information to KHEAA.
[bookmark: two_schools]If I’m enrolled at a community college for six hours and a four-year public university for six hours, will I receive a KEES award as a full-time student?
For purposes of KEES, you are eligible for a full-time award if you are enrolled simultaneously in two (2) or more eligible institutions in an eligible program of study and the program is jointly offered by those institutions. Also, the program must be covered by a consortium agreement between the participating institutions. You would need to carry a combined academic workload at the participating institutions equal to at least half-time enrollment at the primary institution. The primary institution would be responsible for disbursing funds and reporting grades and enrollment data to KHEAA. You should check with the financial aid offices at the schools to ensure there is a necessary consortium agreement between the schools to provide for eligibility under dual enrollment.
[bookmark: over_4_years]If I’m in a program of study that will take more than four years to complete, may I have the scholarship each year until I complete the program?
Most students are enrolled in four-year programs of study and have eight (8) semesters of award eligibility. However, if you are enrolled in an official five-year undergraduate program of study, you have up to ten (10) semesters of funding and up to six (6) years in which to use your KEES. Currently, the only approved five-year program is Landscape Architecture through the University of Kentucky.
[bookmark: illness]If I don’t make the required 2.5 GPA after my first year of postsecondary education because of an illness that forced me to withdraw from classes, will I lose my scholarship?
The law governing this program does not provide for exceptions to the minimum 2.5 GPA requirement. If your cumulative GPA falls below 2.5 at the completion of any award period, you will lose your award for at least the next award period. You may regain eligibility if you reestablish at least a 2.5 cumulative GPA at the end of any award period.
[bookmark: serious_illness]If I don’t finish my four-year bachelor’s degree within the maximum five- (5) year time frame because of a serious illness that forced me to withdraw for a year, will I lose my KEES after four years?
The expiration of a student’s five (5) year eligibility shall be extended upon determination that the student was unable to enroll for or complete an academic term due to the following circumstances:
· a serious and extended illness or injury, certified by an attending physician;
· the death or serious and extended illness or injury of an immediate family member, certified by an attending physician, which would keep the student from attending classes;
· natural disasters that would keep a student from attending classes; or
· active duty status for the student in the United States Armed Forces or as an officer in the Commissioned Corps of the United States Public Health Service, or active service by the student in the Peace Corps Act or the Americorps, for up to three (3) years.
[bookmark: receive_money]When will I receive the money for this scholarship?
Postsecondary institutions will report enrollment data to KHEAA after classes begin each semester, when they can determine the enrollment status for each eligible student. KHEAA will transmit one-half of the annual award for all eligible students enrolled at that institution within thirty (30) days of receiving the enrollment roster. Therefore, funds may not be available at the beginning of the semester. Please check with the financial aid office at the school you will attend to determine when funds will be disbursed each semester.
[bookmark: withdraw]If I enroll in college in August and withdraw in September, after receiving KEES funds, will I lose a semester of eligibility?
Yes. If a student decides to withdraw from a postsecondary institution after receiving KEES funds, then a semester of eligibility for the KEES program has been used.
[bookmark: out-of-state_school]If I decide to attend an out-of-state institution, can I still use my KEES award?
The ONLY way to use KEES out-of-state is through a program called the Academic Common Market (ACM). Students must be enrolled at a public university in a state that participates in the ACM and be pursuing an approved ACM program of study to use their KEES outside of Kentucky. For more information about the ACM and the current list of programs and schools eligible for the program, refer to the following link: http://cpe.ky.gov/policies/academicinit/SREB/ACM.htm.

Please note: Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois are not in the ACM. KEES cannot be used at a college in one of those states.
[bookmark: back_to_in-state]If I decide to attend an out-of-state postsecondary institution for my first year and then transfer back to an in-state school, how will my award be determined and will I still be eligible for my full award?
For purposes of determining a cumulative GPA and/or when to begin determination of eligibility for KEES, enrollment at an out-of-state postsecondary institution may be considered. If you are a KEES recipient and attend an eligible out-of-state institution through the Academic Common Market because your program of study is not offered in Kentucky, KHEAA will request your cumulative GPA at the end of each academic year to determine your eligibility for the following year.
If you attend an out-of-state institution that is not eligible to participate in the KEES program and transfer back to an institution in Kentucky, the institution may take your out-of-state GPA into consideration when reporting for the KEES program. You will need to check with the institution you plan to attend for their GPA reporting policy.
[bookmark: study_abroad]May I use my scholarship to pay for a semester or academic year at a college or university in another country?
You may use your KEES while studying abroad as long as you are paying tuition to a Kentucky institution on at least a half-time basis. The credits earned must transfer back to the Kentucky institution and count toward graduation requirements.
[bookmark: other_aid]Because of my family’s financial situation, I will probably qualify for additional financial aid to attend a postsecondary institution. How will receiving this scholarship affect the amount of other aid I may receive?
If the sum of your KEES base and supplemental awards plus other student financial aid from all other sources exceeds your documented financial need, need-based financial aid must be reduced by the amount that all aid exceeds your financial need.
[bookmark: athletic_scholarship]If I receive an athletic scholarship that pays for my cost of education, will I still receive my KEES award?
Even if you receive a full scholarship to attend an eligible postsecondary institution in the Commonwealth of Kentucky, you would be eligible to receive the KEES award. However, the school financial aid office may need to reduce other sources of educational aid. You should check with the postsecondary institution to determine which type of aid may be reduced.
[bookmark: KCTCS_degree]If I attend a community college or technical college after high school, will I be able to use my scholarship to attend a four-year institution if I decide to continue my postsecondary education after receiving a degree or certificate from the Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS)?
KEES eligibility terminates upon the earlier of:
1. the expiration of five (5) years following graduation from high school (except those students in an official five-year degree program, in which case they have six (6) years), or
1. the usage of eight (8) semesters of the award (except those students in an official five-year degree program, in which case they have ten (10) semesters of eligibility), or
1. the successful completion of an undergraduate or other postsecondary course of study.
However, if you successfully complete requirements for a degree or certificate that normally requires less than eight (8) academic semesters to complete, you may continue to receive a KEES for up to eight (8) academic semesters if you enroll in a four- (4-) year program.
[bookmark: for_tuition]Do I have to use the money I receive for tuition?
You may use your KEES to pay for any educational expenses associated with the cost of attending a postsecondary institution. In addition to tuition, you may use the money to pay for required fees, books and supplies, room and board, transportation, and other related educational expenses.
[bookmark: funds_where]How will KHEAA know where to send my scholarship funds each year?
Postsecondary institutions will report enrollment data for all eligible students to KHEAA at the beginning of each semester. If you transfer from one institution to another, your name will appear on the roster at your new school and won’t appear on the roster of the institution from which you transferred. It is always a good idea to keep the financial aid office at both schools apprised of your plans, so you will continue to receive timely information about financial aid programs for which you are eligible.

Still have questions?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Send an e-mail to the KEES Program Coordinator, or call (800) 928-8926 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting     

